Philosophy 106: Introduction to Logic




Winter Quarter 2009

SCC Section AN: Building 1, Room 1229; M-F 8:30 – 9:20 AM

Instructor:  Catharine P. Roth, Ph.D.; e-mail address CRoth@scc.spokane.edu

SCC Office: Old Main 215E; telephone 533-7474

SFCC Office: Building 24, room 341; telephone 533-3462


Web site http://www.scc.spokane.edu/fac/CRoth


Course online site: http://bbccs.spokane.edu/ 

Office hours by arrangement.

Textbook: A Concise Introduction to Logic, 9th edition, Patrick J. Hurley (with CD). 

If you have the 8th edition that is OK, but download the exercises for the 9th edition. 


The New York Times  -- a source for real-life logic. Subscribe at the SCC bookstore.

Prerequisite: Appropriate placement score or successful completion of English 99 or 101, or concurrent enrollment in English 101, or 2.0 or better in Philosophy 101, or permission of instructor.

Credit: 5 credit hours; applicable to the Quantitative Skills requirement for the A.A. degree. This course is transferable to four-year colleges; accordingly, it meets the content level and expectations of a comparable university course.
Purpose:  Philosophy 201 aims to develop the student’s ability to reason cogently and to recognize the strengths and weaknesses of others’ arguments. An under​standing of logic can be applied to many fields, including ethics, science, law, politics, advertising, and computer programming. Expected outcomes include improvement of your oral and written communication and problem-solving skills. Besides, I hope you will find that logic is fun! 

Course Description: Methods to be used will include reading, lectures, discussions, homework, classroom exercises, and quizzes. Students should expect to do homework for every day of class. Many of the exercises will be done by computer, using the Logic Coach program on the CD (also available for download and in computer labs). 

The course will also have a Blackboard site, where assignments and other material will be posted, as well as a discussion board and online gradebook. The topics to be treated will include the following:



1. Basic concepts of logic



2. Fallacies, formal and informal



3. Categorical propositions and syllogisms 



4. Propositional logic

Course Requirements and Grading Policy:


1. Class participation and homework
 


25%


2. Quizzes (announced or unannounced)


25%


3. Mid-term test






25%


4. Final examination





25%

Class Policies: This course is intended to be an interactive learning experience. Students are expected to attend class unless prevented by illness or other genuine emergency. Please inform the instructor if you believe that your absence should be excused. In addition, students are expected to conform to the Student Rules of Conduct in regard to plagiarism, cheating, and classroom conduct. 

Tentative Schedule

	January 5-13
	Basic Concepts: Chapter 1.1 - 1.6, 2.1

	January 14 – 23
	Categorical Propositions: Chapter 4

	January 26 – February 6
	Categorical Syllogisms: Chapter 5

	February 9
	Mid-term test (tentative date)

	February 10 - 22
	Propositional Logic: Chapter 6

	February 23 -- March 6
	Natural Deduction: Chapter 7

	March 9 -18
	Informal Fallacies: Chapter 3

	March 15
	Review

	March 20
	Final Exam


This schedule is approximate and subject to change. Check the Blackboard site for assignments if you miss class.


There will be quizzes about once a week, not necessarily announced. The mid-term and final exams are mandatory (you must take them in order to pass the course). 


You will collect arguments from the New York Times and other sources, to analyze and hand in as announced.


Homework exercises will be assigned almost every day; homework is to be handed in on time, and will be checked but not graded. In other words, try to do the exercise and hand it in even if you don’t think you have found the right answers. Homework will not be accepted more than a week late. Note that those who succeed in this course tend to be students who attend regularly and do their homework. Experience indicates that non-attendance and avoidance of homework put you at a big disadvantage! Don’t try it!

The CD contains two programs. “Learning Logic” is a teaching program, which you can use to supplement the textbook and classes. Some students find it really helpful. “Logic Coach” contains the exercises from the textbook.. In most cases, you can use it to do your assigned homework; procedures will be discussed in class. You can use the program in the computer lab or install it on your own computer. Some class work will be done in groups; study groups are also permissible (indeed recommended) for homework. But if you just copy someone else’s answers without understanding them, you will be hurting yourself. For quizzes and tests, however, individual work is expected (that is, cooperation will be regarded as cheating). This includes any take-home tests that may be given.

Web sites:
To download LogicCoach 9:  http://www.csuohio.edu/philosophy/NPole/index.htm.

For Wadsworth Publishing, http://www.wadsworth.com/philosophy_d/


Go to Student Resources and select the textbook.


Academic Dishonesty
Cheating or plagiarism in any form is unacceptable. The college aims to promote the intellectual development of each student. Therefore, all work submitted by a student must represent her or her own ideas, concepts, and current under​standing. The following list provides examples of unacceptable actions, but is not meant to be exhaustive:

· Buying or using a paper or other project that was not composed by the student turning it in. This includes papers downloaded from the Internet.

· Copying from another exam paper either before or during the exam.

· Using crib notes or retrieving information stored in a computer or calculator outside the exam room.

· Having someone else take a test, or taking a test for someone else.

· Collaboration on take-home exams where it has been forbidden.

· Direct copying of another paper.

· Failing to give proper credit to sources. Citation of sources will be discussed in class.

The course instructor is responsible for handling each case of dishonesty in the classroom. For possible consequences, see the Student Rules of Conduct. At the minimum, no credit will be given for assignments dishonestly completed. Bear in mind that I am at least as smart as you are: if you can find something on the Internet, I can probably find it too! Consider also the concept of “agreement in error”: if, in a test, you and your friend get the same wrong answer by the same method, I am likely to be suspicious. 


Standards for Classroom Behavior
To create and preserve the best possible atmosphere for teaching and learning, all participants share a responsibility for creating a civil forum and keeping it free from disruptions. For the study of philosophy in particular, students must be willing to listen to one another’s ideas and to share their own thoughts. Everyone must be willing to participate in discussion critically but respectfully. You may defend and oppose philosophical positions without attacking the individuals holding those positions and without taking offense at others’ criticisms. If you continue in this class, you are assumed to accept these principles.

The instructor is authorized to take whatever steps are necessary when the behavior of a student disrupts the classroom procedure. An instructor may remove a student for the single class session in which disruptive behavior becomes continuous &/or serious, and may begin disciplinary proceedings. See the Student Code of Conduct. Violations of the disciplinary code may result in serious sanctions such as suspension or dismissal. In addition, instructors have the right to limit classroom discussion in order to meet the educational objective of the class session.

These are some examples of disruptive classroom behaviors:

· Monopolizing class discussion

· Rude, disrespectful, contemptuous, or offensive language, posturing, or gestures

· Aggressive, hostile, or confrontational language, posturing, or gestures

· Sleeping

· Chattering

· Excessive or disruptive lateness

· Engaging in unrelated tasks

· Using pagers, beeper, cellular telephones, and other electronic devices

· Unexcused exiting, or premature preparation for exiting from class

Please remove hats in class, unless you want the instructor to recognize your hat and not your face. If you bring food or drink to class, please clean up after yourself.

Nothing in this section is meant to curtail legitimate discussion of classroom topics, if it is conducted in a civil manner. Academic dialogue is encouraged and enhanced by polite behavior.

Student Questionnaire
Name: 

Are you in Running Start? 

Are you in a computer certificate program?

What name do you wish to use in class? 

E-mail address: 

Telephone:

Why are you taking this course? 

Are you taking logic for the second time?

What are your major and/or particular areas of interest or hobbies?

Have you satisfied the prerequisites for this class? 

If you have not satisfied them, do you believe you can successfully complete the work of the course?

Have you read the statements on Academic Dishonesty and Classroom Behavior?

Do you agree to these standards?

Sign:                                                                         
Date:                              
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